
 

 

Book recommendations 

 

Genre  Book suggestions Blurb 

Adventure 

 

The Girl of Ink and Stars 

Karen Millwood 

Hargreaves  

Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the 

faraway lands her cartographer father once mapped. 

 

When her friend disappears, she volunteers to guide the 

search. The world beyond the walls is a monster-filled 

wasteland – and beneath the dry rivers and smoking 

mountains, a fire demon is stirring from its sleep. 

 

Soon, following her map, her heart and an ancient myth, 

Isabella discovers the true end of her journey: to save the 

island itself. 

 
The Dream Snatcher 

Abi Elphinstone 

Twelve-year-old Moll Pecksniff wakes one night in the middle 

of the forest, lured there by a recurring nightmare - the one 

with the drums and the rattles and the masks. The 

Dreamsnatcher is waiting. He has already taken her dreams 

and now he wants her life. 

 

Because Moll is more important than she knows… The Oracle 

Bones foretold that she and Gryff, a wildcat that has always 

been by her side, are the only ones who can fight back 

against the Dreamsnatcher's dark magic. Suddenly 

everything is at stake, and Moll is drawn into a world full of 

secrets, magic and adventure. 



 
Journey to the River Sea 

Eva Ibbotson 

It is 1910 and Maia, tragically orphaned at thirteen, has been 

sent from England to start a new life with distant relatives in 

Manaus, hundreds of miles up the Amazon. She is 

accompanied by an eccentric and mysterious governess 

who has secret reasons of her own for making the journey. 

Both soon discover an exotic world bursting with new 

experiences in Journey to the River Sea, Eva Ibbotson's highly 

colourful, joyous adventure. 

Non-

fiction/ 

notable 

life events 

 
Black and British 

David Olusoga 

When did Africans first come to Britain? 

 

Who are the well-dressed black children in Georgian 

paintings? 

 

Why did the American Civil War disrupt the Industrial 

Revolution? 

 

These and many other questions are answered in this 

essential introduction to 1800 years of the Black British history: 

from the Roman Africans who guarded Hadrian’s Wall right 

up to the present day. 

 

This children's version of the bestseller Black and British: A 

Forgotten History is illustrated with maps, photos and 

portraits. 

 
Herstory: 50 Women and 

Girls who Shook the World 

Katherine Halligan 

This is not just HIStory it’s HERstory! 

 

It is the story of brave leaders, talented artists, gentle healers, 

committed teachers and gifted problem-solvers. It is the story 

of women and girls who bravely faced challenges, 

overcame difficulties  or danger, and even gave up their 

lives to follow their dreams and make the world a better 

place… 

 
Amazing Evolution: The 

Journey of Life 

Wesley Robins 

Evolution can be a difficult idea to wrap our brains around: it 

deals with random, unlikely events, combined with vast 

lengths of time too enormous to comprehend. But the 

evidence is all around us – in the fossils of long-dead 

creatures, and in our genes and the relationships between 

all living beings. 

 

Amazing Evolution shines a light on this incredible process, 

from the beginnings of life around 3.8 billion years ago, to the 

millions of different species alive today, including the moon-

walking, talking apes with super-powerful brains – human 

beings! 



Classic 

narratives 

 
The Adventures of Tom 

Sawyer 

Mark Twain 

 

The exploits of Tom Sawyer, a consummate prankster with a 

quick wit, captivate children of all ages. Yet through the 

novel's humorous escapades, from the episodes of the 

whitewashed fence and the ordeal in the cave to the trial of 

Injun Joe. This book explores deeper themes within the adult 

world Tom will one day join. 

 
Treasure Island 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

When a mysterious sailor dies in sinister circumstances at the 
Admiral Benbow inn, young Jim Hawkins stumbles across a 
treasure map among the dead man's possessions. But Jim 
soon becomes only too aware that he is not the only one who 
knows of the map's existence, and his bravery and cunning are 
tested to the full when, with his friends Squire Trelawney and 
Dr Livesey, he sets sail in the Hispaniola to track down the 
treasure. 

 
The Adventures of Robin 

Hood 

Roger Lancelyn Green 

Robin Hood, champion of the poor and oppressed, stands 

against the cruel power of Prince John and the brutal Sheriff 

of Nottingham. Taking refuge in the vast Sherwood Forest 

with his band of men, he remains determined to outwit his 

enemies. 



Horror/ 

mystery 

 
The Clockwork Sparrow 

Katherine Woodfine 

You are cordially invited to attend the Grand Opening of 

Sinclair’s department store! 

 

 

Enter a world of bonbons, hats, perfumes and MYSTERIES 

around every corner. WONDER at the daring theft of the 

priceless CLOCKWORK SPARROW! TREMBLE as the most 

DASTARDLY criminals in London enact their wicked plans! 

GASP as our bold heroines, Miss Sophie Taylor and Miss Lilian 

Rose, CRACK CODES, DEVOUR ICED BUNS and vow to bring 

the villains to justice… 

 
Crater Lake 

Jennifer Killick 

Who is the mysterious bloodstained man who stops their 

coach? Why is no one around when Lance and the rest of 

Year Six arrive at the brand new Crater Lake activity centre? 

But this is just the beginning of the school trip from hell; a fight 

for survival that sees five pupils band together to save their 

classmates from an alien fate far worse than death. But 

whatever happens, they must Never. Ever. Fall asleep! 

 
Orphans of the Tide 

Straun Murray 

The City was built on a sharp mountain that jutted 

improbably from the sea, and the sea kept trying to claim it 

back. That grey morning, once the tide had retreated, a 

whale was found on a rooftop. 

 

When a mysterious boy washes in with the tide, the citizens 

believe he's the Enemy - the god who drowned the world - 

come again to cause untold chaos. 

 

Only Ellie, a fearless young inventor living in a workshop 

crammed with curiosities, believes he's innocent. 

 

But the Enemy can take possession of any human body and 

the ruthless Inquisition are determined to destroy it forever. 

 

To save the boy, Ellie must prove who he really is - even if 

that means revealing her own dangerous secret . . . 



Traditions/

other 

cultures 

 
The Girl who Stole an 

Elephant 

Nizrana Farook 

Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends 

and a gorgeous elephant on a noisy, fraught, joyous 

adventure through the jungle where revolution is stirring and 

leeches lurk. Will stealing the queen's jewels be the 

beginning or the end of everything for the intrepid gang? 

 
Asha and the Spirit Bird 

Jasbinder Bilan 

Asha lives in the foothills of the Himalayas. Money is tight and 

she misses her papa who works in the city. When he suddenly 

stops sending his wages, a ruthless moneylender ransacks 

their home and her mother talks of leaving. 

 

From her den in the mango tree, Asha makes a pact with her 

best friend, Jeevan, to find her father and make things right. 

But the journey is dangerous: they must cross the world's 

highest mountains and face hunger, tiredness – even snow 

leopards. 

 

And yet, Asha has the unshakeable sense that the spirit bird 

of her grandmother – her nanijee – is watching over her ... 

 
Windrush Child 

Benjamin Zephaniah 

Leonard is shocked when he arrives with his mother in the 

port of Southampton. His father is a stranger to him, it’s cold 

and even the Jamaican food doesn’t taste the same as it 

did back home in Maroon Town. But his parents have 

brought him here to try to make a better life, so Leonard 

does his best not to complain, to make new friends, to do 

well at school – even when people hurt him with their words 

and with their fists.  

 

How can a boy so far from home learn to enjoy his new life 

when so many things count against him? 

 


